Freud's Haunted House

· Freud's 'uncanny' as the abject side of Bachelard's daydreaming.

· For Bachelard memories of the childhood home of daydreaming is all about sound, light, and peaceful reverie

· For Freud the unhomely home is all about silence, darkness and solitude

Bachelard




the daydreamer, the inhabitant of the home feels a sense of belonging and of identifying with the home


the self is in a sense inscribed onto the home









So: the return of the 'cognized,' the understood, the image of self

The self recognizes its own mirror reflection therefore there is no disjunction between self and other, between self and home. One is comfortable, peaceful. The  imagination may work freely and creatively.

The daydream may be seen as a vulnerable state though, where the relationship between reality and the imagination can become ambiguous or severed, where the supra-rational can become foreground, where memory can tap the ecstatic or the abject, the homely or the uncanny.

Freud

The daydreamer in the haunted, unhomely, house no longer recognizes his own mirror image. (see Freud's mirror anecdote, p. 248 footnote). He is alienated from his own image. His own image becomes uncanny and other than himself. 





the 'double' becomes foreign: uncanny

The double of the home, instigates in the daydreamer, through the uncanny moment, the 'return of the repressed.'


The self becomes alienated from the homely and familiar through the return of the repressed. The homely flips into its opposite, the uncanny.

as double or mirror, where the inhabitant re-cognizes (ie. understands once again and so is familiar) the other in the self and simultaneously the self in the other.





"…an uncanny experience occurs either when infantile complexes which have been repressed are once more revived by some impression, or when primitive beliefs which have been surmounted seem once more to be confirmed." P. 249
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